Informational/ Explanatory Type


	THE EXPLANATORY ESSAY: Cause and Effect

	
Your paper shows why something happened or the influence of one event upon another. You must be very careful to use logic and evidence to show the relationship between an event and its cause or an event and its outcome. Your ideas are organized either to analyze or inform. 

The introduction paragraph is engaging and clear and ends with the thesis statement. 

The introduction may include one or more of the following:
1. An unusual detail
2. A strong statement 
3. A quotation 
4. An anecdote
5. A statistic or fact
6. A question
7. An exaggeration or outrageous statement

The ideas in the body of the paper focus on solid reasoning that supports the thesis statement. Your supporting paragraphs clearly explain causes by using keywords such as because of, due to, since, and lead to. Effects are expressed with words such as consequently, as a result of, thus, resulting in, and, therefore. 

The conclusion paragraph does more than summarize or restate the thesis and may include one of the following:
1. A call for action
2. A prediction
3. Rhetorical questions
4. A speculation
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