Informational/ Explanatory Type


	THE EXPLANATORY ESSAY: Compare and Contrast

	Your paper addresses similarities and/or differences between/among topics. Your ideas are organized either to analyze or inform. 

The introduction paragraph is engaging and clear and ends with the thesis statement. 

The introduction may include one or more of the following:
1. An unusual detail
2. A strong statement 
3. A quotation 
4. An anecdote
5. A statistic or fact
6. A question
7. An exaggeration or outrageous statement

The ideas in the body of the paper focus on solid reasoning that supports the thesis statement. The development shows evidence of your thinking beyond “three” controls. 

There are two possible ways to structure the body of a compare and contrast paper. 

Sample structures

Type A
Body Paragraph Topic 1 (Comparison a)
Body Paragraph: Topic 1 (Comparison b)
Body Paragraph: Topic 1 (Comparison c)
Body Paragraph: Topic 1 (Comparison d)
Body Paragraph: Topic 2 (Contrast a)
Body Paragraph: Topic 2 (Contrast b)
Body Paragraph: Topic 2 (Contrast c)
Body Paragraph: Topic 2 (Contrast d)

Type B
Paragraph 2: Comparison a (Topics 1 and 2)
Paragraph 3: Comparison b (Topics 1 and 2)
Paragraph 4: Comparison c (Topics 1 and 2)
Paragraph 5: Comparison d (Topics 1 and 2)
Paragraph 5: Contrast a (Topics 1 and2)
Paragraph 6: Contrast b (Topics 1 and 2)
Paragraph 7: Contrast c (Topics 1 and 2)
Paragraph 7: Contrast d (Topics 1 and 2)

The conclusion paragraph does more than summarize or restate the thesis and may include: 
1. A call for action
2. Prediction
3. Rhetorical questions
4. A speculation
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