Informational/ Explanatory Writing: Grade 8
	
Support your thesis with solid and relevant information.
The reader must be able to understand your ideas and follow logically and smoothly the points that you are making paper.  
	Ideas
1. Clearly worded, well-defined thesis
1. Well-developed ideas
	[bookmark: _GoBack]20 points

	
	Organization
· Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.
· Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.
· Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information o explanation presented..
	

	Let the reader see you as a real person who actually cares about what you are saying.
	Voice
1. Establish and maintain a formal style
1. Respectful tone

	5 points

	Select words purposefully and deliberately when explaining and clarifying ideas.
	Word Choice
Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 

	5 points

	In order to keep the reader’s interest, use well-chosen transitions between and among your varied sentences as you develop your thesis. 
	Sentence Fluency
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

	5 points

	This is not the time to show carelessness.  Misused words or incorrect spellings and other grammatical errors can get in the way of your message.
	Conventions
Paper is clear of mistakes in 
0. Spelling
0. Punctuation
0. Capitalization
0. Usage
	10 points

	This is the place to show that you care about a first impression.  Does the paper look as though you took pride in what you produced? 
	Presentation
1. Double spaced typing 
1. Well-defined margins 
1. Use 12 pt. Times New Roman font
	5 points
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