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A Bird Came Down the Walk 
By Emily Dickinson 

 
A Bird came down the Walk— 
He did not know I saw— 
He bit an Angleworm in halves 
And ate the fellow, raw, 
 
And then he drank a Dew  5 
From a convenient Grass— 
And then hopped sidewise to the Wall 
To let a Beetle pass— 
 
He glanced with rapid eyes 
That hurried all around—  10 
They looked like frightened Beads, I thought— 
He stirred his Velvet Head 
 
Like one in danger, Cautious, 
I offered him a Crumb 
And he unrolled his feathers  15 
And rowed him softer home— 
 
Than Oars divide the Ocean, 
Too silver for a seam— 
Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon 
Leap, plashless as they swim.  20 
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A %ird &aPe 'oZn the Walk � &oPSrehension 4Xestions

Name: ___________________________________ Date: _______________

1. What is the sSeaker Zatching throXghoXt this SoeP"

A. a leaI

%. a Eeetle

&. a Eird

'. a ZorP

2. 7his SoeP Xses rh\Pe in Pan\ Slaces. What are tZo lines oI the SoeP that
rh\Pe"

A. lines 2 and 4

%. lines 1 and �

&. lines 2 and �

'. lines � and 4

3. Read lines ��1� oI the SoeP. %ased on this evidence, Zhat can \oX conclXde
aEoXt hoZ the Eird is Ieeling"

A. 7he Eird Ieels nervoXs and scared.

%. 7he Eird Ieels SroXd and strong.

&. 7he Eird Ieels e[cited and haSS\.

'. 7he Eird Ieels Eored and restless.

4. When in the SoeP does the Eird Post likel\ notice that the sSeaker is Zatching
hiP"

A. lines ��10

%. lines 1��1�
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&. lines 1�2

'. lines ���

5. What is the Pain idea oI this SoeP"

A. A Eird coPes doZn the Zalk and then sZiPs throXgh a SXddle oI Zater.

%. A Eird coPes doZn the Zalk and eats crXPEs oXt oI the sSeaker
s hand.

&. A Eird coPes doZn the Zalk, eats a ZorP, and drinks a deZdroS IroP soPe grass.

'. A Eird coPes doZn the Zalk EXt Ilies aZa\ Zhen the sSeaker oIIers hiP a crXPE.

6. Read these lines IroP the SoeP�

+H VWLUUHG KLV 9HOYHW +HDG

/LNH RQH LQ GDQJHU� &DXWLRXV� , RIIHUHG KLP D &UXPE $QG KH XQUROOHG KLV IHDWKHUV $QG
URZHG KLP VRIWHU KRPH�

7KDQ 2DUV GLYLGH WKH 2FHDQ�

:KDW GRHV WKH SKUDVH �URZHG KLP VRIWHU KRPH� PHDQ KHUH"

A. chirSed TXietl\

%. hoSSed onto a Eoat

&. IleZ aZa\ soItl\

'. sZaP throXgh a SXddle

7. Read these lines IroP the SoeP�

+H JODQFHG ZLWK UDSLG H\HV 7KDW KXUULHG DOO DURXQG� 7KH\ ORRNHG OLNH IULJKWHQHG %HDGV� ,
WKRXJKW�

7R ZKRP RU ZKDW GRHV WKH ZRUG �WKH\� UHIHU"

Kelly Stone
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A. the sSeaker and the Eird

%. the Eird and his Iriends

&. the Eird
s Zings

'. the Eird
s e\es

8. Read the Iirst tZo stan]as oI the SoeP. What are three things that the Eird does in
this Sart oI the SoeP"

�ZULWWHQ DQVZHU�

9. 'escriEe hoZ the Eird SroEaEl\ Ieels in the Iirst tZo stan]as oI the SoeP. 8se
evidence IroP the SoeP to sXSSort \oXr ansZer.

�ZULWWHQ DQVZHU�

10. +oZ do the Eird
s Ieelings change over the coXrse oI the SoeP" 8se evidence
IroP the te[t to sXSSort \oXr ansZer.

�ZULWWHQ DQVZHU�


