Welcome to THIiRD Grade!

I am so excited to have you in my class this year! We are at the beginning of a
yearlong adventure where we are all members of the same excursion. We all need to be
ready on a daily basis, to do our best work, and help others too. It is my goal to help make
each student feel like this is their home away from home; where acceptance, learning, and
understanding are felt every single day. I will work hard with each student and their parents
to make this a GREAT YEAR!

I have outlined the following items so that you may be familiar with the programs
and requirements in my classroom. Some of these items will require help from you so that
your child may succeed. Remember: Achieving greater learning at school requires
some help at home.

BEHAVIOR SYSTEM:

I believe that children need to learn fo manage themselves and make their own
choices. Some of the choices we make have consequences; whether it’s positive or negative. I
also believe that public humiliation is not the way to build children into responsible adults.
With this in mind, I will be implementing a "Money System” in my classroom. Students will be
able to earn money for various things in the classroom like being on time, turning in
homework, completing classroom jobs, etc. This will give students an opportunity to practice
counting and using money on a daily basis as well as practice being a responsible student.
Students may also have to pay for other things like using the bathroom during class time,
being tardy, late assignments, etc. We will have a “School Store” every Friday where
students can purchase items with the money they have earned.

CLASSROOM RULES:

1. Follow Directions The First Time Given

2. Stay On Task and Be Prepared

3. Keep Hands, Feet, Mouth, and Objects to yourself
4. Respect Everyone and Everything

5. Make Wise Choices

6. Have Fun Learning!

READING PROGRAMS: This will consist of a variety of different reading
techniques. 1. Classroom Reading: We will be doing whole group reading using stories from
our basal readers. We will work with words using phonics to decode words. We will also be
reading to each other in small cooperative groups and pairs. 2. Silent Reading: Students
will have the opportunity to read silently for 10-15 minutes daily from a book of their choice.
3. Small Group Instruction: During small group instruction I will be working with small
groups that will focus on individualized reading needs. We will also be doing Book Clubs in
these groups throughout the year.

4. Novel Reading: I will read to the class daily from some of my favorite novels. WE will
complete many novels this year! 5. Guided Reading Groups: Each group of students will meet
with me 3 times a week for a guided reading lesson while the other students are rotating
through literacy centers.

**YOUR CHILD NEEDS TO READ EVERY NIGHT FOR AT LEAST 20 MINUTES
IN ORDER TO IMPROVE THEIR SKILLS**




**I will be sending home Scholastic Book Orders approximately once a month. If you would
like to place an order, please follow the directions attached to the book order. You will place
the book order on www.scholastic.com. Ordering from this magazine will help us earn more
books for the classroom library.**

Tutoring: We will have 3™ grade tutoring Monday-Thursday from 3:00-3:30.

SPELLING PROGRAM: Quest Academy uses the “Words Their Way” spelling program.
The philosophy of this spelling program is to teach the students the spelling patterns and
rules and not to memorize words for a test. The students will be assessed and grouped and
placed into groups that are appropriate for the individual child’s level.

The students are responsible for completing the 4 different spelling assignments/word sorts
each week for homework (along with the work we do in class with spelling). I will post the
Spelling Words on my blog at the beginning of every week. The students will use these
Spelling Word cards for different homework assignments. Spelling and dictation tests will be
given on Fridays. The spelling test will not look like a typical spelling test; it will be multiple
choice and will mirror what the End of Level test questions might look like. The dictation test
will consist of 3 sentences using words from the WTW spelling patterns (read orally). The
students are required to make at least 80% on the spelling test to move onto the next group
of words (spelling pattern).

TECHNOLOGY : Quest Academy provides a technology rich environment. Technology is used
daily to teach the curriculum. To learn more about Quest’s Technology Curriculum please visit
the school website/Our School/Curriculum.

POETRY: At the beginning of each month, the students will be given a sheet (colored) of
poetry to memorize and pass off throughout the month for an oral language experience.
They are required to learn at least one poem for a grade within the month. We will be
learning all about poetry throughout the year. Poetry is a third grade standard in language
arts. This will help the children with fluency and memorization also.

MATH: We will follow the state core curriculum for the basis of our math learning. We
will be implementing a new math program this year called "My Math”. It is a wonderful
program that we are very excited to teach! This math program is a technology rich program
that the students and I will love!

Math instruction will focus on four critical areas: (1) developing understanding of
multiplication and division and strategies for multiplication and division within 100; (2)
developing understanding of fractions, especially unit fractions (fractions with numerator 1);
(3) developing understanding of the structure of rectangular arrays and of area; and (4)
describing and analyzing two-dimensional shapes. (http://www.corestandards.org/the-
standards/mathematics/grade-3/introduction/)

Math Fluency: Each quarter we will focus on one fluency property. First quarter will be
addition, second quarter will be subtraction, third quarter will be multiplication, and fourth
quarter will be division. Students’ fluency grades will be based on their ability to master
fluency facts for each property through 9.

HOMEWORK: I will post all homework on my blog at the beginning of every week and it
will be due every Friday. Students will receive full credit when turned in on time as well as
be paid 25 cents. Electronic homework will also be accepted in written form as long as it is
done neatly.

GRADING:

Numeric Mark: Percent: Numeric Mark: Percent:
4 96% 3.7 92%
3.5 88% 3.2 84%
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2.5 72% 2.2 68%
2 64% 1.7 60%
1.5 56% 1.2 52%
1 51%-0%

SIS Online Gradebook: Parents have full access to SIS. I will update student scores
every Friday for the week. I encourage parents to check SIS weekly to check for missing
assignments or to see test scores. You will receive all the log-in information to get into your
child’s grades soon (if you don’t already know it). Report cards can also be viewed on the
SIS Online Gradebook. Due to the fact that Quest is a paperless school, I will not send
home hard copies of report cards (unless you don’t have the resources). Contact me if you'd
like me to send a paper copy of a report card.

RESTROOM PROCEDURES: Students should use the restroom before school, at morning
recess, lunch recess, and afternoon recess. Please encourage your child to use the restroom
during these times so that the classroom learning and teaching is not interrupted. I am very
understanding in emergency situations.

UNIFORM POLICY: See the Quest Academy Parent Handbook for the policy. Please
ensure that your student is in compliance with the school uniform policy

ATTENDANCE: I would really appreciate if your child is on time each day. If your child is sick,
please keep them at home.

**If you must check your child out, please send a note so I am aware of them
leaving. I would like to have the assignments ready to send home with your child
beforehand. **

**Please inform me of any physical problems (allergies) your child might have so that I know how
to make things more comfortable for them.**

Birthdays: The administration has asked that students not bring
in any food-type treats. Please do not feel obligated to have
your student bring in anything for their birthday. Your child’s
birthday will still be acknowledged.

Website — Classroom Information
http://gacblogs.org/nichol.lloyd

Our classroom website is where you can keep up with our classroom learning.
Notes to parents, classroom activities, mini lessons, review material, student
success, and reminders can all be accessed on the website. You can access the
website from the Quest Academy website under Faculty. Parents will be required
to “subscribe” to the site this year to receive up to date emails and notices.

If you have any questions, feel free to email me. | check my email frequently and
will respond as soon as possible.
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***Please put your child’s name on everything



I believe that all children have different learning styles, and I use a variety of teaching
methods to meet those specific learning needs.

Please feel free to contact me any time you have a concern about your child. We
are a team, and the success of your child depends on our working together. The school phone
number is (801)731-9859. You may also email me at nlloyd@questac.org. I am looking
forward to getting to know you and your child and having a great year together!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Lloyd

Rules and Procedures Return Slip
| have read through the classroom rule and procedures.
Student Name

Student Signature

Parent Signature

Class Blog
Parents and Students,

Our class has our own blog that can be accessed through the school website by
clicking on Faculty, Third Grade and then my name. This is a great way for us to share
what we are doing in class. | would like to post some of our pictures from our class
activities. Names and other personal information will NOT be posted with these pictures.
Please mark whether or not you give your permission for your child’s picture to be posted
on our blog and sign below.

Thank you,
Mrs. Lloyd

O Yes, | give my permission for my child’s picture to be posted.

O No, | do NOT give permission for my child’s picture to be posted.
Parent’s Signature Date
Please complete the following survey and return it to school.
Thank you!




Parent Survey

Child’s Name

Parent’s Names

Please tell me about your child

How much does your child read at home?

Would you be able to volunteer in the classroom?

Weekly Basis

Special Activities (Apple Carving Day, Witch Dressing Day, Potlatch Day, Iron Kid
Day, etc.)

Every other Week

Fieldtrips
______ Other

Please tell me the best way to contact you:




