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 !READ!REFLECT!REPEAT!  NAME: 



Carnivorous Plants 
  



 Did you know some plants eat meat? There are around 600 different 



types of meat-eating, carnivorous plants. These plants look and smell good to 



some insects. Once the insects are trapped,#the plant turns the them into a liquid. 



The liquid juice gives the plant the nutrients and food it needs to live.  



 



 Most of these plants attract bugs using bright colors or sweet smells. 



Meat-eating plants usually grow in unhealthy soil. These plants had to adapt and 



catch their food to live. Usually these plants will catch flies, or small crawling 



insects. These plants are not threats to humans. People are too big and strong 



to be eaten by one of these plants.  



 



 These plants don’t have a brain. Without a brain, they do not know they 



are hungry. Nature helps them trap their food. Most have a sweet smell that the 



insects like. The smell lures the insect to the plant. There are small hairs on the 



plant’s leaves called trigger hairs. If an insect touches a trigger hair, then the 



plant quickly closes shut. Some of these plants use large, pitcher shaped leaves 



to catch bugs. Bugs fall right in! Other plants use sticky surfaces to catch the 



bugs. When an insect walks on the surface of the leaf, their feet get stuck. 



There are even a few types of plants that use air to suck the bugs into the 



plant.   



 



 Meat eating plants can live all over the earth. But they are very rare and 



usually live in bogs and swamps. They like this type of damp, wet climate. They 



are common in swamps because the soil lacks nutrients. Bogs also have lots of 



bugs and are very damp. As long as there is plenty of water, sunlight, and 



insects, the plants will grow.  
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