Luis and the Puppy

a.      The first time Luis asked for a dog was for his sixth birthday. His parents said that he could pick one out when he was older. The next year, Luis asked again. This time, they said he could have one if he proved thathe was responsible enough for a dog.

b.      So Luis started to do more chores around the house. He would make sure to take out the garbage before his mother asked. He would always put away his toys before his father asked Luis worked very hard to show his parents that he was ready for a puppy. He asked before each birthday if he could pick a puppy and each year they said, "When you are older and show even more responsibility."

c.      Luis knew he needed to practice having a puppy before he had one of his own. He would walk the neighbor's dog during the week. The dog was a Golden Retriever and nearly too strong for Luis. It would pull the leash as he walked it around the block. Luis even picked up after the dog and taught it how to shake.

d.      The day before Luis was going to turn nine, his mother and father surprised him by taking him to the small, neighborhood pet shop. It was full of pet supplies, fish, and reptiles. There were also several puppies of all shapes and sizes. Luis looked in all the cages. He stuck a finger through the bars to scratch behind the puppies ears. In the last cage there was a very small, brown dog. It didn't come to the door of the cage when Luis put his fingers through the cage like the other puppies had. He asked to see this timid, shy pup. When the puppy was placed in his arms, Luis could feel it shivering.

e.      "Why is the puppy shaking?" Luis asked.

f.      "It is probably scared," said his mother. Luis petted the puppy gently. His fur was very soft. After a few minutes the puppy stopped shaking and began to wag his tail.

g.      "I want this one," Luis said. The puppy began to lick his face and he knew that this was the dog for him. Before they left the shop, Luis picked out a collar, leash, toy, and food for the new puppy he named Flutter. Since that day, Luis and Flutter have been best friends and Luis has been very responsible taking care of him.
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